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The past is not the property of historians; it is a public possession. 

It belongs to anyone who is aware of it, and it grows by being 

shared. é 

Dr. Walter Havighurst  

The material compiled in this directory was extracted , often intact,  from a 

number of source s, including internet  sites, tour guides , articles , and books  

already written by our local authors and historical agencies.  We wish to 

express our  sincere thanks and appreciation to those who have so freely 

shared their expertise and knowledge.  Among those who have made 

material available to the compiler of this directory  are Ann Pfa ff Doss, 

Anne Homan, Anna Siig, Bill Nale, Charles Huff, Gary Drummond, Richard 

Finn, George Anderson, Mary Jo Wainwright, Victoria Christensen, Shelly 

Lewis, Isabel Ziegler, Museum of San Ramon Valley, Livermore Heritage 

Guild, Museum  On Main, Dublin Heritage Center, Blackhawk Auto 

Museum, Livermore Area Recreation  and Park Department , Livermore -

Amador Genealogical Society, San Ramon Valley Genealogical So ciety, 

Pleasanton Public Library, Alameda County Library -Dublin Branc h, Contra 

Costa County Library -Danville Branch, Livermore Public Library, San 

Ramon Public Library, Maxine Trost , Forest Homes Historic Park and the 

Glass House Museum, and the Tri-Valley  Convention and Visitorõs Bureau.  

The Tri-Valley History Council , http://www.l -ags.org/HistoryCouncil/ ,  is a 

network of local history centers, historic sites, libraries, museums and 

genealogical societ ies whose historical fields of interest include the 

eastern part of Alameda County and the southeastern part of Contra 

Costa County, California.  

We hope you find this directory useful and enjoy your exploration of the 

Tri-Valley!  

Terry Lee Berry and the Tri-Valley History Council , September 2011.  

http://www.l-ags.org/HistoryCouncil/
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MAP OF THE TRI-VALLEY  
 

The Tri-Valley region, located in the eastern San Francisco Bay Ar ea , 

consists  of three adjacent valleys : Amador, Livermore, and San Ramon . 

The Tri-Valley  cities of  Danville, San Ramon, Dublin, Pleasanton, Sunol, and 

Livermore  provide a variety of attractions for visitors, including historic 

downtowns, modern shopping a reas, wineries, and regional parks.   
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ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 
The following organizations collect and preserve historical source 

information.  

 



 

 

6 

 

Blackhawk Auto Museum  
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle Å Danville, CA   

925.736.2277  http://www.blackhawkmuseum.org  

 

The  Blackhawk Museum, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit corporation, was established 

to ensure that significant automotive treasures blending art, technology, 

culture and history would be exhibited for public enjoyment and 

ed ucational enrichment. Blackhawk displays about 90 cars, many of 

which are on loan from Museum friends in many different parts of the 

world. Car collectors enjoy sharing their automobiles and Blackhawk has 

the most dra matic presentation of coach -built cars in the world, without 

exception.  

An Automotive Research  Library and the Museum's shop   and  bookstore  

are located just off the Main Lobby.  

Our library is 

updated on a 

continuous basis 

and contains a 

great deal of 

information to 

satisfy the needs 

and quest ions of 

auto enthusiasts. 

We love books, 

magazines, and 

miscellaneous 

reference 

material dating 

back to the 

beginning of the 

auto industry.   

http://www.blackhawkmuseum.org/
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Dublin Heritage Park  
6600 Donlon Way Å Dublin, CA  

925.452.2100 http:// www.ci. dubli n 

The mission of the Dublin Heritage Center is to collect, preserve and 

interpret the material culture of Dublin and to provide an historical and 

cultural focal point that will enrich the community.  

The Center is home to the 

1856 Murray Schoolhouse,  

1859 St. Raymondõs Church, 

a Pioneer Cemetery , and 

the Kolb Family Ranch 

properties .  The park grounds  

are open during daylight 

hours, and the museum is 

open six days a week .  

Admission is free during 

regular hours . 

The original Murray School 

House, built  in 1856, houses 

the permanent collection of 

artifacts from the everyday 

life of Dublinõs early settlers, 

dating from the early 1800s 

to the present.  Throughout 

the year, the Schoolhouse 

Gallery features changing exhibitions that reflect a broad scope of topics 

organized by the staff or on loan from other institutions.   

The Center's collection  include s photographs, documents, letters, books, 

yearbooks, clothing and textiles, furniture , oral histories,  and memorabilia 

from Dublin.   Research is by appointme nt.   The museum is open 

Wednesday -Sunday 1:00 p .m. to 4:00 p .m.  

http://www.ci.dublin/
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Livermore -Amador Genealogical 
Society 

http://www.l -ags.org  

The Livermore -Amador Genealogical Society was formed in June 1977 by 

students of a Livermore Ad ult Education Class , who wanted to  help 

beginning genealogists  start genealogical research, exchange 

information with fellow members , learn more about sources available for 

genealogical research , and undertake genealogy -related public service 

projects.    

Our membership has a 

combined experience of 

many hundreds of years in 

the field of genealogy. All of 

us want to share our 

experience with you, and in 

turn to learn from your 

experience.  A unique gift 

from L-AGS is the òMaster 

Online Index of names 

associat ed with the history 

of eastern Alameda County.ó 

Our General Membership Meetings  are held at 7:30 p.m. on the second 

Tuesday of each month at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 

Pleasanton. Programs have featured genealogists, historians, authors, an d 

business people who can offer insights into the history of the Livermore -

Amador Valley. Some of our more popular meetings are those in which 

members share their recent genealogy breakthroughs with the audience, 

or seek help from the audience on research "brick walls" that have them 

stumped.  Please check our website, www.L -AGS.org  for more information 

on our special events, special focus groups, membership, our genealogy 

collection , and our research desk at  the Pleasan ton Library . 

http://www.l-ags.org/
http://www.l-ags.org/
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Livermore Heritage Guild  
2155 Third Street Å Livermore, CA 

925.449.9927   http:// www.livermorehistory.org  

 

In 1973, the Livermore Heritage Guild was founded in reaction to the 

impending demolitio n of the Southern Pacific Depot building. A group of 

local citizens realized that there were a number of historically valuable 

buildings and sites that would disappear in the name of progress if no one 

organized to prevent it. This led to the founding of t he Guild. Our goal is 

expressed by our motto: "Helping save yesterday for tomorrow." To that 

end, the Guild collects and preserves historical artifacts, documents, 

photographs, oral histories,  newspapers, and other information resources 

for those who are i nterested in the history of Livermore.  

The Guild maintains a History Center in the Carnegie Building at 3rd and K 

Streets in Livermore. Although research appointments are recommended, 

a docent is always in attendance to assist visitors with access to 

infor mation in our archives.  

 

 

http://www.livermorehistory.org/
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Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory Archives  

7000 East Avenue  Å Livermore, CA  

925.422.6539 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory opened in 1952 as a nuclear 

weapons research laboratory.  The Laboratory also conducts research  in 

biology, energy, climate, and national security and has supported 

supercomputing, international treaty negotiations, disaster response, and 

a variety of other national priorities.  

The LLNL Archives holds materials documenting Laboratory science, 

admini stration, and staff activities , including documents, photographs, 

internal newspapers, videos, and artifacts.  

While the Archivesõ primary focus is supporting Lab programs and 

personnel, the general public can request many materials relating to the 

history of the Lab, the T ri-valley, and its inhabitants  by calling 925-422-6539 

or emailing  mailto :trost5@llnl.gov . 

 

 

mailto:mailtotrost5@llnl.gov
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Museum of San Ramon Valley 
255 Railroad Avenue Å Danville, CA  

925.837.3750  http:// www.museumsrv.org  

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley was founded as a 501(c )3 non -

profit organization in 1985. The Museum is housed in the restored 1891 

Southern Pacific Depot in Danville on Railroad Avenue at Prospect.  

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is dedicated to preserving and 

celebrating our rich history and heritage. The collections and exhibits 

reflect our human experiences, institutions , and cultures that were shaped 

by the valley's landscape, environment , and early sett lers. 

The Valley's past is featured in a permanent exhibit that includes artifacts, 

an historical narrative frieze , and pictures of historic buildings. The Museum 

collects, stores , and protects artifacts from the San Ramon Valley. Archival 

research is avai lable by appointment.  

In addition to a permanent exhibit on Valley history, the Museum sponsors 

revolving exhibits and guided tours , including tours of the Alamo 

Cemetery and Old Town Danville.  

School children are served with special Indian Life programs f or fourth 

graders in the fall and the Tassajara One -Room School program for third 

graders in the spring. Classrooms are invited to tour the various exhibits.  

 

http://www.museumsrv.org/
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Museum On Main  
603 Main Street  Å Pleasanton, CA  

925.462.2766   http:// www.museumonmain.org  

 

Tuesday ð Saturday: 10  

a .m.-4 p .m.                                  

Sunday: 1 p .m.-4 p .m. 

The Museum on Main, 

located in historic 

downtown 

Pleasanton, tells the 

fascinating stories of 

those who came 

before ñ illustrating 

characters, places , 

and events that have 

shaped the 

community.   Founded in 1963 as the Amador -Livermore Valley Historical 

Society, the Museum on Main is a non -profit organization dedicated to 

linking the past to the future by preserving, clarifying , a nd disseminating 

information about history specific to the region.  

The Museum on Main invites the public, school groups, and families to 

enjoy exhibitions and programs throughout the year.   Permanent and 

temporary exhibitions focus on regional history, cul ture, and art.   A variety 

of guided walking tours, from Local History to Ghost Walks , are available .   

Museum on Main actively works to acquire and preserve historic artifacts, 

documents , and photographs that enhance the role of the Museum on 

Main as a cul tural resource.   Researchers may make appointments to 

access the museum library and extensive archive of historical documents 

and photographs.  Museum on Main welcomes visitors and invites the 

public to come  learn more about the regionõs past, present, and future!  

http://www.museumonmain.org/
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Pacific Locomotive Association 
5550 Niles Canyon R oad  Å Sunol, CA 

925.862.9063  http://www.ncry.org     

In an effort to preserve our Pacific Coast railroad history for the enjoyment 

of future generations , the  Pac ific Locomotive Association has been 

collecting rare and unusual railroad equipment since the early 1960s.  

Thanks to the assistance of the Union Pacific Railroad, 8 January 2005 saw 

almost all of our collection come together at the Niles Canyon Railway. 

Co mpleting a journ ey that began 18 years earlier, twenty -two  

locomotives and cars traveled to Niles Canyon from the old Oakland 

Army Base via Hearst siding, our rail connection to the outside world that 

was completed in September  2004. We were able to use ou r own motive 

power for the move, with  long -time member Lou Bradas serving as  the 

engineer. The public is encouraged to come see the many  interesting 

pieces of this collection , including our archival materials,  when you visit 

the Niles Canyon Railway.  

 

http://www.ncry.org/
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San Ramon Valley Genealogical 
Society 

http://www.srvgensoc.org  

 

The San Ramon Valley Genealogical Society (SRVGS) was formed in 1985 

and now has over 170  members. Meetings are held in the facilities of the 

Danville Fam ily History Center at Stone Valley and Smith Roads, Alamo, 

California from 10:00 a.m. to noon on the third Tuesday of every month  

except August and December . Guests are welcome. Each meeting 

includes a speaker who is expert in some aspect of family researc h, as 

well as a member who shares a significant breakthrough. SRVGS conducts 

educational classes for its members and has various special interest 

groups. These include: English, German, Irish, Scandinavian, DNA,  and 

Publishing, as well as three brands of G enealogy software.   

 

SRVGS members enjoy the expertise of the Family History Center staff and 

the vastness of their resources. A monthly Newsletter is published, and 

SRVGSõs many reference books are housed at the Danville Library. 

  

 

http://www.srvgensoc.org/
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Tri -Valley Heritage Families 
Project 

What Tri-Valley fami ly was involved with the Donner  party  in the murderous 

winter of 1846? What Tri -Valley family was killed in the most deadly U.S. 

avalanche? What Tri -Valley cemetery was partly washed away in a 

flood? What Tri -Valley pion eer had a city, county, and high school named 

after him? What Tri -Valley pioneer had a store and road named after 

him? What Tri -Valley pioneer was killed over a chicken? These are just a 

few of the questions raised as we research Tri -Valley Heritage Famili es ð 

families that were in the Tri -Valley area before about 1910.  

The information in this privately 

maintained project is provided 

to all Tri-Valley history centers, 

genealogical groups, 

museums, libraries, historians, 

and other interested 

researchers, i ncluding 

descendants of early Valley 

families. We are collecting 

data on pioneer families of the 

Amador, Livermore, and San 

Ramon valleys ð from Alamo 

to Sunol and from Dublin to 

Altamont.  

We have information on over 8000 Tri -Valley families in our data b ase. We 

are in contact with descendants of a number of pioneer Tri -Valley families, 

and each has given their support and has promised more information.  

If you have queries about a pioneer family or information to share please 

contact Richard Finn at mailt o:rwfinn@wecare.net . 

 

mailto:rwfinn@wecare.net
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LIBRARIES 
The following libraries maintain a collection of books, brochures, and 

newspaper clippings related to the history of their communities and the 

Tri-Valley region.  
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Danville Public Libra ry  
400 Front Street Å Danville, CA 

925.837.4889   http://ccclib.org/locations/danville.html  

 

The Danville Community Library is one of 26 libraries in the Contra Costa 

County Library System. Library  service in Danville was originally established 

in 1906 when the Danville Grange borrowed 50 books from the State 

Library. The first Danville Library opened in the Improvement Club above 

the Post Office on Front Street (then Main Street) on 9 November 1913 . The 

Danville Library returned to Front Street at its current location at 400 Front 

Street on 4 August 1996.  

The Danville Library boasts 

a strong and diverse 

collection of over 84,000 

items including books, 

music CDs, DVDs, audio 

CDs, large print, 

period icals, Spanish 

language books, Chinese 

language collection, 

local history and 

California history 

circulating and reference 

materials, and a 

genealogy reference 

collection in partnership 

with the San Ramon Valley Genealogy Society. The Danville Library also  

offers 33 public Internet research workstations, 6 catalog computers, and 

2 early literacy workstations.  The Danville Library is also proud to be able 

to coordinate and host over 200 free library programs a year including 

historical, art, educational, tr avel, and literary events for customers of all 

ages including children, teens, adults, and seniors.  

http://ccclib.org/locations/danville.html
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Dougherty Station Library  
17017 Bollinger Canyon Road Å San Ramon, CA 

925.973.3380    http://cccl ib.org/locations/dougherty.html  

 

 

 
 

 

The Dougherty Station Library opened in 2007 and is a joint -use library 

serving the needs of San Ramonõs growing population and the Diablo 

Valley College, San Ramon campus.  The joint -use partnership includes 

the City  of San Ramon, Diablo Valley College, and Contra Costa County 

Library.  The library building is designed to incorporate new technology 

and efficient service.  Library collections focus on the needs of children, 

teens, and community college students, and in clude a well -rounded 

collection, along with resources on California history and local regions.  

The library includes unique seating areas for young people and families, a 

community room for library programs, study rooms, computer lab, free 

wireless Interne t access and 44 computers for public use.  

 

http://ccclib.org/locations/dougherty.html
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Dublin Public Library  
200 Civic Plaza  Å Dublin, CA  

925.803.7252   http://w ww.aclibrary.org     

The Dublin branch of Alameda County Library opened on May 21, 1914, 

òoccupying a roomó in the historic Green Store, built in 1860.   The 

handmade book, A History of Alameda County,  (1939) describes the 

library: òRight out in the country at the four corners of the crossroads, the 

Dublin branch library was established in May, 1914.  To the public opening, 

people came from all about in such numbers one wondered where they 

came from.ó   

The Libraryõs local history collection consists of a newspaper clipping file, a 

few books, a few reels of microfilm for the  Valley Times covering the 19 70s 

and 1980 s, the Dublin High School yearbook s from 1969+, and the clipping 

and photo albums collected by former Branch Librarian  and local 

historian , Virginia Bennett , covering Dublin from about 1965 to 1979. 

Virginia Bennett is 

the author of the 

book Dublin 

Reflections .  In 

2007, the Library 

partnered with 

the Dublin 

Heritage Museum 

to digitize 200 

historical 

photographs as 

part of the 

California Local 

History Digital 

Resources 

Project.  Those photographs are now accessible online, through 

Calisphere ( http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/ ) 

http://www.aclibrary.org/
http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/
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Livermore Public Library  
Civic Center Library  

1188 South Livermore Avenue  Å Livermore, CA 

925.373.5500  http://www. livermorelibrary .net  

 

 

Rincon Library:         Springtown Library:  

725 Rincon Avenue       998 Bluebell Drive  

925.373.5540       925.373.5517 

Dating back to a private library founded in 1878, the Livermore Public 

Library was formally  established in 1896 by the Ladies League of Progress .  

Originally  located  at 1158 West First St, this library started with 3,800 books 

purchased from the Odd Fellows Hall Association Library in Oakland, and 

was supported by gifts, benefits, subscriptions and a small gift shop.  The 

second location for the library was a new building at 2155 Third Street, 

funded in part by the Andrew Carnegie Foundation.  Designed by William 

H. Weeks, this was the libraryõs home until 1966. Funded by an electorate-

approved b ond issue, a new library was built on the Civic Center site on 

South Livermore Ave. The current Civic Center Library, opened in May, 

2004, was funded by a joint library, park district and school bond measure.  

It houses over 250,000 items in a 56,000 squar e foot, state of the art facility.  

Included in the library collection are microfilms of Tri -Valley  newspapers 

and a small assortment of genealogy and local history materials.  

http://www.livermorelibrary.net/
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Pleasanton Public Library 
400 Old Bernal Avenue Å Pleasanton, CA  

925.931.3400  www.ci.pleasanton .ca .us/ library .html  

 

One of the first projects of the Pleasantonõs Womenõs Improvement Club 

was to establish a reading room.  In 1909, it was opened to the public.  

From these mode st beginnings, the Pleasanton Public Library has grown to 

keep pace with the City of Pleasanton, as it changed from an agricultural  

town to a suburban residential community and modern business center.  

Today the Pleasanton Public Library is located in a 30, 000 square foot 

building that holds more than 169,000 items in its collection.  Included in its 

holdings are books related to the history of the Tri -Valley, microfilm of the  

local newspaper the  Pleasanton Weekly , various documents and studies 

publishe d by the City of Pleasanton,  a clippings file organized according 

to historic topic , a genealogy collection of books, CDs, and a number of 

online databases .  

 

http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library.html
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San Ramon Library 
100 Montgomery Street  Å San Ramon, CA  

925.973.2850   http://ccclib.org/locations/sanramon.html  

 

 

 
 

The San Ramon Library opened in 1980 and is a vital center of community 

activity.  The library is located in the Marketplace Shopping Center across 

the street from Central Park and the San Ramon Community Center.  San 

Ramon Library is particularly proud of its jazz collection, which includes 

biographical and historical jazz books and resources, audio -visual 

materials , and serial subscriptions.  The San Ramon Library also presents a 

yearly òJazz in the Libraryó concert series, currently in its fifteenth year.  The 

library offers a large childrenõs area, teen area, and makes available 

public access computers and wireless Internet access.  The general 

collection includes materials in a v ariety of formats that support the 

educational and entertainment needs of the community.   

http://ccclib.org/locations/sanramon.html
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PARKS 
 

The following parks are known to have sites of historical interest or 

historical landscape s. 
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Alviso Adobe Community Park  
3465 Old Foothill Road  Å Pleasanton, CA  

925.931.3483   www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation/alviso -

adobe.html  

The theme of this seven -

acre community park  

and historic and  

interpretive site is òA 

Window to the Past.ó The 

main entryway frames 

the window, taking 

visitors back through 

three eras of the siteõs 

history: Ohlone 

encampment, Santa 

Rita Rancho , and the 

Meadowlark Dairy.  

The path to the adobe 

winds by an Ohlone grinding rock , heritage oaks , and native plants. It 

contains a timeline, which enables visitors to learn as they walk. The parkõs 

foothill location offers spectacular views of the valley and includes 

gardens and orchards.  

Site buildings are the Alviso Adobe , constructed in 1854 , re-creatio ns of 

the bunkhouse for the milking staff , and the milking barn. All are outfitted 

to reflect the 19 20s, when the Meadowlark Dairy , Californiaõs first certified 

dairy , was established.  

The park is open to the public every day from dawn to dusk . Buildings a re 

open from 10  a. m. to 4 p.m.  Wednesday -Sunday. Weekend programs are 

listed in the Pleasanton Activities Guide , and tours can be arranged with 

the City's naturalist.  

http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation/alviso-adobe.html
http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation/alviso-adobe.html
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Brushy Peak 
3894 Laughlin Road  Å Livermore, CA  

925.373.5705   http://www.ebparks.org/parks/brushy_peak 

Brushy Peak Regional Preserve is an East Bay Regional Park District park. 

This 1,833-acre preserve offers eight miles of trails for hiking, horseback  

riding, and mountain biking.  

Within the preserve is Brushy Peak, a 1,702 -foot landmark at the juncture of 

the San Francisco Bay Area, the California Delta, and the Central Valley. 

The peak and its environs have been recognized as sacred by 

generations of native Californians.  Because of  its geographical position, 

the area lies at the center of a network of ancient trade routes that linked 

Bay Area Ohlones, Bay Miwoks, and Northern Valley Yokuts, who were 

drawn to the area for economic, social, and ceremonial events.  

 

During California's Gold Rush period, the rocky outcrops of Brushy Peak 

became retreats for bandits, and a favorite retreat of the legendary 

Mexican bandit Joaquin Mur rieta. During the 1870s , homesteads were 

settled on and around Brushy Peak, and the land itself was probably 

grazed as part of the Rancho de los Vaqueros.  

 

Between the 1890s and World War I, local ranch families held picnics and 

dances around the rock outcrops, and in 1900 and 1901 San Francisco's 

Bohemian Club held outings on the peak for prominent local citiz ens. 

During the 1920s and 1930s Joseph Laughlin built farm buildings on the 

property .  What  are probably the remains of the buildings are seen in the 

parkland today.  

 

The park is open to the public from 8 

a.m. to 6 p.m. unless otherwise 

posted. Visitors d esiring to access 

the top of Brushy Peak and the 

northern part of the preserve should 

contact LARPD directly at (925) 373 -

5707 for information on guided tours.  

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/brushy_peak
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Carnegie State Vehicular 
Recreation Area 

18600 Corral Hollow Road, Tracy, CA   

925.447.9027   http://ohv.parks.ca.gov  

 

Carnegie SVRA is one of the Bay Areaõs most popular places to ride or 

drive an off -highway motor vehicle.  In the 1960s the Carnegie Cycle Park 

provided a setting for motorcyclists to test the ir off -road skills.  The site was 

purchased by the state in 1979 and Carnegie SVRA opened in 1980.  

 

One hundred  years ago , 

however,  Carnegie was an 

industrial center which 

provided the building 

materials for a growing 

state.    Constructed in 1902, 

by 1910 Carnegie Brick and 

Pottery was shipping up to 

110,000 òCarnegieó bricks 

daily .  The company also 

pro duced architectural terra 

cotta  used to decorate new buildings.   Carnegieõs legacy can be seen in 

stately brick buildings such as the Oakland Hotel, the Los  Angeles County 

Natural History Museum, and the Carnegie Libraries in Livermore and Lodi.  

 

When the business failed in 1916 , the buildings were torn down.  On 27 

May  1917 the tall smokestacks at the plant were dynamited as a small 

crowd stood watching.   The foundations of the Carnegie Brick and Pottery 

Company are still visible  in the park today.  Uphill from the brickworks site , 

the remains of a brick and stone lime kiln and mine may be seen.  The 

park is moving forward with plans to make these sites more accessible to 

visitors. 

http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/
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Eugene OõNeill  
National Historic Site  

P.O. Box 280 Å Danville, CA  

925.838-0249  http:// www.nps.gov/euon 

Eugene Gladstone 

OõNeill, the only Nobel 

Prize winning playwright 

from the United States 

and the architect of 

modern American 

theater, lived at Tao 

House in the hills above 

Danville from 1937 to 

1944.  It was at this site 

that he wrote his final 

and most successful 

plays: The Iceman 

Cometh, A Lon g Dayõs Journey into Night, and A Moon for the 

Misbegotten.   

This 13.19 acre site, acquired by the National Park Service in 1979, includes 

the historic home built by the OõNeillõs, a restored Taoist courtyard, a 

collection of period and original furnishin gs, walnut and almond orchards, 

pre - and post -OõNeill barns and OõNeillõs swimming pool.  Working 

cooperatively with the Eugene OõNeill Foundation, the park 

commemorates OõNeillõs contribution to American literature by offering 

guided tours as well as arti stic and community educational programs for 

the public.   

For more information regarding public programs and/or scheduled and 

drop -in tours please visit http:// www.nps.gov/euon or call 925 .838-0249.   
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Iron Horse Regional Trail  
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/trails/iron_horse 

This multi-use, whole -access trail 

between the cities of Concord and 

Dublin follows the Southern Pacific 

Railroad right -of -way established in 

1891 and abandoned in 1977.  

The completed Iron Hor se Regional 

Trail will span the distance from 

Livermore in Alameda County to 

Suisun Bay in Contra Costa County, a 

distance of 33 miles, connecting two 

counties and 12 cities.  

Representing interagency 

cooperation and a community -wide 

effort by individuals and groups, this 

trail creates an important recreational 

and commute component for the 

communities it serves.  

 The 20-foot -wide trail connects 

residential and commercial 

areas, business parks, schools, 

public transportation (BART, 

County Connection), open 

space and parks, regional 

trails, and community facilities.  
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Las Trampas Regional 
Wilderness 

18012 Bollinger Canyon Road  Å San Ramon, CA  
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/las_trampas 

Las Trampas Region al Wilderness offers over 5,000 acres of wilderness and 

a trail system that allows hikers, bikers, and horseback riders to enjoy its 

remote and rugged areas. The parkõs size and terrain allow visitors a 

feeling of privacy and escape from urban hustle and b ustle.  

 

Las Trampas is Spanish for òThe Trapsó or òThe Snares.ó According to Erwin 

G. Guddeõs California Place Names , traps were once set in the hills by 

native Californians to catch elk. Historical records indicate that antelope 

and mountain lions were p lentiful during the last century.  

 

Two major Bay Area faults ð the Las Trampas and Bollinger faults ð account 

for the uplift and exposure of geological formations that hold remnants of 

ancient beach and shoreline. Fossil bearing compressed rocks and rock  

layers can be seen at the top of the parkõs ridges. Stone outcroppings on 

Rocky Ridge are beautifully sculptured by the wind and colored by many 

lichen species. Wildflowers abound in season and are especially beautiful 

after a rain.  

 

The Madrone Trail, a t the parkõs 

northeast section in Danville, goes 

by the Eugene OõNeill National 

Historic Site. Las Trampas Park 

gates are open typically from 

dawn to dusk unless otherwise 

posted. An outside parking area is 

also available during park hours 10 

p.m. to 5 a.m . There is no fee.  

Bring plenty of water for yourself, your dogs, and your horses when visiting 

the park.  

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/las_trampas
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Mount Diablo  
96 Mitchell Canyon Road  Å Clayton , CA  

925.837.2525   www.parks.ca.gov  

 

Mount Diablo State Park is one of the ecological treasure s of the San 

Francisco Bay Area .  At 3,849 feet above sea -level, it provides 

extraordinary views of the Tri -Valley region .  Discover  the mountain's 

beautiful wildflowers, its extensive trail system, fascinating wildlife , an d 

distinctive rock formations. View the stars from its lofty heights, ride bikes  to 

its summit , or explore the more remote trails by horseback.  

 

Mount Diablo , believed to be the creation point for the Miwok people,  is a 

sacred mountain to California nativ e people. Archaeological studies 

indicate that, immediately below the summit, generations of Indians 

rendezvoused annually for intertribal ceremonies.  

 

Mount Diablo was also a critical reference point for Spanish explorers in 

the eighteenth century and fo r American trappers and settlers in the 

nineteenth century.  

 

The Parkõs Visitor Center is 

located in the historic stone 

building atop Mount Diablo's 

highest peak. The tower was 

c onstructed during the late 

1930s of sandstone blocks 

quarried in the park. The 

Mitchell Canyon Information 

Center , on th e north side of the 

mountain, displays exhibits that 

chronicle the history of the  

park . A rock wall with instructional video examines the geological forc es 

which created the mountain and a  diorama  offers an ov ervie w of the 

park's ecosystems  and its cultural history.  

http://www.parks.ca.gov/
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Pleasanton Ridge 
Foothill Boulevard . Å Pleasanton, CA  

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/pleasanton  

This beautiful 6,500 -acre parkland on the oak -cover ed ridge o verlooking  

Pleasanton and the Livermore Valley from the west is a favorite 

destination for hikers, equestrians, and cyclists.  

The park occupies Pleasanton Ridge 

and beyond. To the northwest it spills 

down off Pleasanton Ridge into 

upper Kilkare Canyon, where it 

continues up onto Sunol Ridge, 

finally terminating at its westernmost 

corner in Stoneybrook Canyon. 

Inside the park, elevations exceed 

1,600 feet.  

 

Thermalito Trail runs along the west 

side of the park, overlooking Kilkare 

Canyon. The trai l is named after the Thermal Fruit Company, which 

cultivated non -irrigated orchards of apricot, cherry, prunes, and almonds 

in the southern area of Pleasanton Ridge above the town of Sunol.  The 

company operated from 1904 until the early 1930s, producing d ried fruits. 

In that area of the park, one can still see the faint marks on some hillsides 

from the now -gone rows of trees, or of vineyards that also existed at 

various times.  

 

Another popular trail is Olive Grove Trail, running just north of the 

intersec tion of Ridgeline and Thermalito trails. It passes through lovely 

historic olive tree orchards. The orchards were planted between about 

1890 and the 1920s. There is no historic record of who planted these trees.  

  

Park gates are open typically from dawn to  dusk unless otherwise posted. 

An outside parking area is also available during park hours 10 p.m. to 5 

a.m. There is no fee. Mountain biking is especially popular at this park.   

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/pleasanton
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Ravenswood 
2647 Arroyo Road  Å Livermore, CA  

925.443.0238 

Ravenswood was buil t by Christopher A. Buckley Sr., who was known as 

the "Blind Boss" of San Francisco politics in the 1870s and 1880s. While it 

served as a summer home for the Buckley family from 1885 to 1920, it was 

also one of the larger early vineyards in the Livermore V alley, with 100 

acres in grapes and winery production of 500,000 gallons per year. In 

1931, the estate was acquired by a Catholic order, the Redemptorist 

Fathers. Called "Villa San Clemente" by the priests, Ravenswood served as 

their religious retreat for more than 30 years. In 1968, Ravenswood was 

purchased by developer Masud Mehran, who gave the core 32.6 acres to 

be used as a park. The 1891 Main House and 1885 Tank House were 

restored by LARPD in 1979. The 1885 Cottage was restored in 1986. 

Ravenswood is  on the National Register of Historic Places, is a State of 

California Historical Point of Interest , and is a City of Livermore Historic 

Preservation Landmark Site. Free public tours are given by costumed 

docents on the second and fourth Sundays of each mo nth (except the 

fourth Sunday in December), fro m noon to 4 p .m.  

.  
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Vasco Caves Regional Preserve 
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/vasco 

Vasco Caves Regional Preserve is home to a stunning and unique 

combinati on of resources.  Spectacular rock outcrops break suddenly 

from the rolling eastern foothills of Mount Diablo, providing magnificent 

scenery for hikers and geologists alike. Though ancient, the Preserve's 

resources are extraordinarily fragile and exist tod ay because of the land's 

isolation and past efforts to keep it secret.  

The Preserve is home to endangered red -legged frogs, tiger salamanders, 

and fairy shrimp and is habitat for kit foxes, eagles, and a variety of 

nesting raptors. Its robust grasslands a re a successful demonstration of 

native bunchgrass restoration using sheep grazing. The archaeological 

sites of Vasco Caves Regional Preserve contain Indian rock art, part of a 

complex that reaches back nearly 10,000 years.  

Vasco Caves Regional Preserve exists because of the combined efforts of 

the East Bay Regional Park District and the Contra Costa Water District. 

Because of the sensiti vity of Vasco Caves' resources -rare, state - and 

federally  listed plant and wildlife species, fragile rock outcrops, and  Nativ e 

American archaeological sites - all access is by advance reservation 

guided tours only. The Preserve is not open to general public access. The 

guided tours stage from 

Round Valley Regional 

Preserve in Brentwood or 

Brushy Peak Regional 

Preserve in Livermore 

aboard Park District -

provi ded bus 

transportation. There is a 

fee.  For tour information 

and reservations, call 1 -

888-EBPARKS or 1-888-327-

2757, press option 2, then 

3.  

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/vasco
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/round_valley
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/round_valley
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/brushy_peak
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/brushy_peak
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H ISTORICAL WINERIES 
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Concannon Winery  
4590 Tesla Road  Å Livermore, CA  

James Concannon had a successful business as a rubber stamp 

salesman, so successful that his territory ranged from the Canadian border 

to  Mexico .  In the spring of 1883 he decided to buy 47 acres of vineyard 

land off Vineyard Avenue in Livermore , and  he planted his  first vines that 

fall.   He also rec ognized  that there was a great and regular need for 

sacramental wine , so he sent to France for white wine cuttings  and began 

serving that market .  From the ear ly 1890s until Prohibition , Concannon 

Vineyards shipped  both bottled and bulk wine as far as the East Coast.  

In 1958, the winery  became a California Historical Landmark.  

In 2002, the vineyard was sold to The Wine Group, a San Francisco based 

company.  The sale included 170 acres of vineyards and the historic 

winery.   
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Cresta Blanca 
5050 Arroyo Road Å Livermore, CA  

The quality of wine being pro duced in California in the 1870 s and early 

1880s was very poor , often selling for only ten  cents a gallon.   In order to 

improve the quality of local wine, in the 1870s  Charles Wetmore  went to 

the Bordeaux distr ict in France to study that area's viticulture methods.  

Putting what he had learned into action, Wetmore established Cresta 

Blanca vineyard in 1882.  As a result  of his efforts, at the 1889 Paris 

International Exposition , Wetmoreõs sauternes earned  the Gr and Prix , a  first 

place win over  17,000 other entries.  

 
 

Charles Wetmoreõs brother  took over the winery in  1892 and operated it 

until Prohibition .  The property is now owned by Wente Brothers.  

  

Cresta Blanca is recognized as California Historic Landmar k Number 586 . 
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Olivin a 
Wetmore and Arroyo Roads  Å Livermore, CA  

 

 

Before he came to Livermore Valley, Julius Paul Smith made his fortune 

mining borax.  In 1881, he purchased 2,000 acres of land and  create d  the 

largest pre -Prohibition vineyard in Livermore Valley.  Smith and his foreman 

J. M. Davis assembled  a crew of men, including 50 Chinese workers, and  

planted 450,000 cuttings over 400 acres.  Smith then turned responsibility 

of the vineyard over to Davis, while he and his wife went to Europe.  When 

they  returned in 1884, the  vines were ready to bear.   

 

Smith also planted a large number of olive trees .  The combination of 

olives and vines  prompted him to nam e his vineyard  òOlivinaó.   After 

Smith died in 1904,  his widow managed the vineyard.  In memory o f her 

husband, she erected  a gateway at the corner of Arroyo Road and 

Wetmore Road.  The gate is now recognized as a California Point of 

Historic Interest.   
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Ruby Hill Winery  
400 Vineyard Avenue Å Pleasanton, CA  

Originally p lanted by John Crellin, by 1884  Ruby Hill Winery  was making 

about 150,000 gallons of sauternes and clarets a year.  Some of the vines 

that Crellin planted in 1896 were still productive in the 1960's.    

A fire destroyed the winery building in 1989, but it was rebuilt using many 

of the ori ginal bricks.  The original keystone was replaced over the entry.   

Ruby Hill now operates as Mitchell Katz Winery.  
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Vienna Winery  
Highway 84 East of Ruby Hill Housing area Å Livermore, CA  

The Vienna winery was built in 1893 and demolished in 1958. The home of 

Dr. Joseph  Altschul, the founder of the Vienna Winery, is located just east 

of highway 84 and the Ruby Hill housing area.   
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Wente Bros. Winery 
5565 Tesla Road  Å Livermore, CA  

Carl Heinrich Wente came to Livermore Val ley to take over a bearing 

vineyard that had been planted by local dentist  Dr. George Bernard . 

Wente continued to increase his vineyard with a variety of cuttings.  The 

winery produced only bulk wine before Prohibition, but Wente sometimes 

entered his wines in viticulture competitions  under other names.  For 

example, at the 1915 Pan Pacific International Exhibition, four of his wines 

won gold medals under names such as Beaulieu and A. Finkõs Widow.  It 

was not until after Prohibition that the Wente Brothers wine labels 

appeared.  

 

Cont inuing the  125 year legacy, the winery is managed by the fourth 

generation of the Wente family. The winery has grown to include over 

2,000 acres of vineyards in the Livermore Valley and 800 acres in 

Monterey.   In 1983, Wente Bros. Winery was listed as a Ca lifornia Historic 

landmark.   Today Wente Vineyards is the oldest family -owned, 

continuously operating winery in the United States.  
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SITES OF H ISTORIC INTEREST 
 

The following list of sites includes public institutions such as museums and 

historic houses, privately held businesses and homes, plaques and 

memorials.    
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DANVILLE  
 

For over 150 year s, Danvilleõs history has been one of change and growth.  

Danville was first populated by Indians who lived next to the creeks and 

camped on Mount Diablo in the summ er.  Later it was part of Mission San 

Joseõs grazing land and a Mexican land grant called Rancho San Ramon. 

 

Danville was settled by Americans drawn here by the California Gold rush.  

Daniel and Andrew Inman bought 400 acres of Old Town Danville with 

their  mining earnings in 1854.  By 1858, the community boasted a 

blacksmith, a hotel, a wheelwright, and a general store.  Most new 

residents were farmers who squatted or purchased land and who 

established ranches, farms, and businesses.  Settlers raised cattle  and 

sheep and grew wheat, barley, and onions .  Later the farms produced 

hay and  a wide variety of fruit crops, walnuts, and almonds.  

 

The 20th Century found Danville affected by the wars, the Spanish flu, the 

Depression, and new immigrants.  It became a m elting pot of Chinese, 

Portuguese, German, and Japanese immigrants.  They often began 

working in the hay fields or as cooks and gardeners, later becoming 

blacksmiths, landowners, teachers, and storekeepers.  

 

Residents worked diligently to improve their com munity.  In 1910, a public 

high school district was organized; a library opened in 1913; St. Isidoreõs 

Catholic Church was established; and an Improvement League 

spearheaded the first streetlights and paved roads in 1915.  

 

Danville continued to be  farm cou ntry well into the 1940s.  When the new 

I-680 freeway sliced through Danville in the mid -1960s, Danville was 

permanently altered  and the  population leaped.  But , in 1982, Danville 

citizens showed their strong sense of identity by voting to incorporate thei r 

community, allowing themselves to shape futur e changes more directly.  

After 150 years, the small settlement has now grown from a blacksmith 

shop to a thriving community.  
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Albert J. Young House 
911 San Ramon Valley Boulevard  Å Danville, CA  

 

 

 

The Albert  J. and Mary Shuey -Young house  was rehabilitated in 1983 and 

is currently part of a medical care complex.   

The Folk Victorian home was built by the Youngõs in 1885.  Mr. Young and 

his wife Mary Shuey were both school teacher s.  A. J. taught in several 

val ley grammar schools , including San Ramon and Danville, and was a 

member of the county board of educ ation.  Albert  also served  as the 

Superintendent of the Presbyterian Sunday School.   

A plaque commemorating their home of 63 years was dedicated in 

August  1984. 
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Alamo School 
Stone Valley Road and Danville Boulevard Å Alamo , CA  

Alamoõs first public school was built in 1876 on Jones property.  Three 

grammar schools were built on approximately the same site and used until 

the 1960s. 
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Alamo Cemetery  
130 El Portal Å Danville, CA  

 

The Alamo Cemetery was 

established in the 1850s and 

includes burial plots of many 

San Ramon Valley pioneers.  

Some names important to early 

San Ramon Valley  history 

include : Jones, Wood, Stone, 

Bollinger, Baldwin, Humburg, 

Boone, Cox, Young, Love, 

Close, Wiedemann , and Hall. 

The first recorded burial , in 

1856, was a six year old girl, 

Callie Chrisman.  

This area was an important one 

in the early history of Alamo and Danville. The Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church was established in 1856 an d located on the east side of todayõs 

Danville Boulevard,  not far from the cemetery. The Union Academy, a 

large boarding high school which served the county from 1859 -1868, was 

on the west side of Danville Boulevard.   

The streets inside the cemetery are na med for trees and the paths are 

named for flowers, a practice established in the nineteenth century. 

Everything in the cemetery was  intended to provide a park -like 

atmosphere.  

Tours of the Alamo Cemetery are offered by docents from the Museum of 

the San Ra mon Valley , located a t 205 Railroad Avenue, Dan ville, 

California.   For more information call 925.837.3750 or email  

info@museumsrv.org . 

 

 

mailto:info@museumsrv.org
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Austin Root House  
120 West Linda Mesa Å Danville, CA  

Austin and Elizabeth Ro ot originally bui lt this Craftsman house in 1919  near 

the northwest corner of Linda Mesa and Hartz Avenue.  Their three 

children were born here.  Th e house was moved in 1950 when S hell Oil 

bought their property.  
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Bert Read House 
571 Hartz Avenue Å Danvil le, CA  

Also known locally as the Doyle house, the  original address for thi s building 

was 355 South  Hartz Avenue,  before the street names and addresses were 

changed by the town in the 1980 s. The structure was built in the late 1900 s 

and has the typical feat ures of a Neo -classical Row House, with 

symmetrical windows, center door, and gabled roof .  It ha s, however,  no 

columned porch, which would hav e been typical for the period .  It is 

believed that the original home ha d  a porch, but at some point it was 

remov ed. The bu ilding is no longer a residence  but a commercial 

property.  

 

Bert  Read was the local constable who married Ramona Lynch (from a 

San Ramon Valley family) and lived in this home. The house was later sold 

to George Brazil who lived there for many ye ars before Dorothy Kelly, 

believed to be his daughter, obtained the property.  
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Cabral House 
552 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA  

The Cab ral House was built in the 1930 s and was first owned by Tony 

Cabral. The structure was built in a simple depression -style eclectic 

bungalow/craftsman architecture that was characteristic of the time 

period.  

Kept in pristine condition, the  structure remained a private residence  in 

the core downtown area until 2002. At that time a significant addition was 

built in the rear of  the property, but  the original structure was left 

essentially the same as before. The building  is currently being utilized for 

office space  and as an upscale spa business.  
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Cabral/Foster House  
402 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA  

The Tony Cabral House, also known as the George Foster House,  was built 

sometime around  1926 by Mr. Cabral. In 1941, Cabral  sold the property to 

George Foster , who resided in the home for a number of years.    

 

During the Depression, Mr. Foster worked for the Works  Progress 

Administrat ion , a federal relief measure  established in 1935 that offered  

employment in public works  such as highways and building construction. 

Mr. Foster's skills were used to help grade the Danville High School  track. 

Mrs. Foster was a "Rosie," who drove a truck d uring  World War II. They also 

raised foster children.  

This one-story stucco Craftsman Cottage has a low -pitched front gable 

roof with exposed eve overhang. The half -width porch has arch -in-vault 

trim and a roof supported by tapered -square columns that exte nd to  

ground level. There are double -hung windows on the front and side. The 

unaltered house remains in excellent  condition . 
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Close Property Historical Plaque  
Diablo Road between Hartz Avenue and Front Street Å Danville, CA  

The James Close Property can b e found on the south side of Diablo Road 

between Hartz Avenue and Front Street  in Danville. The property site was 

originally owned by pioneer Daniel Inman. James Close was a naturalized 

citizen who emigrated  from Cana da.  In 1875, Close purchased the 

prope rty, including a blacksmith shop , where he practiced his trade and 

lived with his family. The San Ramon Valley Historical Society dedicated a 

monument in memory of the C lose family  on  22 September 1996.  

A pedestal mounted plaque is located adjacent to the parking lot 

midway between Hartz Avenue and Front Street.  
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Danville Grammar School  
Historical Plaque  

279 Front Street Å Danville, CA  

The townõs first grammar school was built south of Danville in 1858. In 1867, 

a new grammar school was built on this  Front Street site. That structure  was 

razed in 1896 and replaced with a one room school  that served the 

community  until 1927.  Teacher A. J. Young taught in both the old and 

new school houses from 1883 until 1900. The plaque dedication 

commemorating the gramma r school was held on 18 October 2006.  
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Danville Grange Hall #85  
233 Front Street Å Danville, CA  

The Grange hall was built in 1873 by Nathaniel Howard, who also built 

several other historic homes still standing in Danville. The hall, or the 

Grange, as it was commonly known , was the first and only meeting place 

for local events and was a cornerstone of Danville social life for fifty years.  

 

The building, which is in the National Fold Style, was enlarged in 1913. That 

work entailed lifting the original stru cture, constructing another story under 

it, and rotating the entire building  90 degrees. An  auditorium was soon 

added. The Grange is wood with a side gabled roof, with two stories in 

front and 1 ½  stories in the rear. The plywood siding with applied batts  

achieve the effect of a barn or pioneer meeting hall.  

 

In 1952, the Grange moved to its new location on Diablo Road. The 

original hall served as the Village Theater for a period of time and was 

purchased by the Town in 1987.  
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Danville Hotel  
411 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA  

The two -story hotel, now painted  red with white trim, was built  after the 

railroad came to  Danville. The hotel originally  faced Railroad Avenue , 

across from the Southern Pacific station.   In 1927, when  it was evident that 

Hartz Aven ue would be Danvilleõs main street,  the hotel was turned 

around and moved to this location.  

The McCauley family ran the 8-to -10 room hotel with sale smen and 

railroad workers occupying most of their rooms .  The McCauleyõs one -story 

house sits to the south o f the hotel  and is considered to have a 

transitioning style  between Queen Anne Cottage and Colonial Revival.  

Today the hotel is part of the Danville Hotel Territory site.  
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Danville Meat Market  
114 East Prospect Å Danville, CA  

Originally used by the Lawrenc e family as a meat warehouse and market, 

this Classical Revival structure was constructed in 1924.   The rectangular 

building replaced an earlier meat market that had burned down.  L ater 

the building was altered using elements of the Spanish Eclectic style.  
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Danville Oak Tree 
Diablo Road Å Danville, CA  

The Danville Oak Tree has become a symbol of the community and, in 

many cases, a central point of me eting and communication in the town. 

Each year in November, Danville  gathers on Diablo Road at the base of  

the tree to celebrate the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony. Adults and 

children of all ages come together for a festive evening that includes a 

visit from Father 

Christmas .  Through  

the years, the Tree has 

provided support for 

signs announcing a 

special birt hday or 

anniversary for a 

Danville citizen. 

Estimated to be 350 

years old, the Oak 

Tree has recently 

started to show its 

age. The tree was 

discovered to be in 

jeopardy of 

weakening.  With the 

support of the 

community, a special 

metal support 

structure was installed 

to prevent the tree 

from falling. The Tree 

remains the most 

notable landmark in 

town and is the symbol 

for the Town of 

Danville.  
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Danville Town Meeting Hall  
201 Front Street Å Danville, CA  

This property is the site of the First Pre sbyterian Churc h of Danville , the 

oldest church in the San Ramon Valley. The cornerstone for the original 

building was laid on 1 October 1875 and the building dedicated on 18 

June 1876 with 59 members. As part of the ceremonies, the Reverend R.  L. 

Symington planted a Cal ifornia redwood tree in the front of the church. 

The tree is still standing.   

 

This one-story building , with wood frame, stucco walls , and building 

parapets,  is one of the few examples of Spani sh Revival architecture in 

the town of Danville and the only ch urch building o f that style .  The major 

exterior features include the barrel tile roof, arched windows in the front 

gable, and end and wood casement windows. The original church 

burned down on 27 May 27  1932. A new building was erected in 1933 , 

which was u sed until 1951 when  a larger church was built on W est El 

Pintado. The tree and a small section of land wa s donated to the church 

by Mr.  and  Mrs. E. C. Wiester.   In 1989, the Town of Danville bought the 

historic building for use as the Town Meeting Hall and  restored it to its 

original colors of light brown walls with blue and green trim.  
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Diablo Country Club  
1700 Clubhouse Road  Å Diablo, CA  

 

The area now known as Diablo Country Club has a storied past. Once 

home to Native Americans and then Spanish rancher os, for decades the  

area was used as ranchland. It was called the Railroad Ranch , Cook 

Ranch , and Oakwood Park Stock Farm . 

In 1895, the Farm included 6000 acres and was an example of a San 

Ramon Valley diversified ranch.   According to the Contra Costa News , on 

1 July 1897, 2500 acres were planted to hay, wheat, barley and alfalfa 

and 200 acres had orchard fruits.   A 30-million gallon reservoi r, called 

Diablo Lake , provided irrigation and recreation.  

In 1912, Robert Noble Burgess purchased Oakwood Stock Far m and 

transformed it into a swank summer resort. One of the first California 

country clubs, it eventually encompassed 50,000 acres.  

Special electric trains brought visitors to the club , and the San Francisco 

and Oakland society pages often featured article s about the parties and 

dances held at the Mt. Diablo Park Club.   World War I brought an end to 

the Burgess enterprises and, in  1919, Burgess dissolved his company and 

sold his Diablo house.   

 Members bought the club in 1961 and have owned it ever since. 

Although Diablo is no longer the only country club in the valley, it has a 

uniqueness and a history unrivaled among communities in the East Bay.  
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Dodge House 
425 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA 

This Folk Victorian house was probably built in the late 1890s.  Th e Dodge 

family lived here for 37 years.  Emma Dodge, postmaster of Danville 

between 1913 and 1933, resided in the home  until her death.  Her 

husband George, who was blind, would get the mail at the train station 

and deliver it to his wife.  
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Eddy House 
500 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA 

This Queen Anne Cottage style house was built around 1900.  Members of 

the Eddy family , descendants of Leonard Eddy who built a cabin in the 

Sycamore Valley  area in 1853 , lived in the home continuously from 1903  

until 1946. A separate structure  at the rear of the property , since removed,  

served as the first San Ramon Valley Union High School . As a side note, 

one of the Eddyõs was married to a relative of Walt Disney, who had 

visited the home.  

The house was nearly demolished in 1988, but the demolition permit was 

denied when the historic significance of the house w as brought to the 

attention of town officials. This one -story clapboard structure has a 

pyramidal hipped roof and single front gable. It has a partial width porch, 

turned porch su pports , and two pane windows.  
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Elliot tõs Bar 
369 Hartz Avenue Å Danville, CA 

Elliottõs Bar is one of Danvilleõs oldest businesses.  Hiram Elliott was once a 

jockey, who  decided to learn the saloon business.  He worked at the 

Crockett Hotel an d in Walnut Creek.  His brother -in-law Charles Gust 

owned the Lawless Bar at the corner of Diablo and Front Streets, and 

Hiram came to Danville to run the saloon.  

Hiram married Tillie Hartz in August 1907 and purchased the bar from Gust 

that same year.  L ocal residents often tell a story in which Hiram sent two 

unruly drunks out to settle a disagreement, saying òyou tigers work it out in 

the alley,ó thus giving the nickname Tiger Alley to the little street called 

Prospect.  

In 1911, as the creek 

ate away at  Front 

Street and businesses 

moved to Hartz 

Avenue, Elliott built a 

store on Hartz, which 

he rented  out .  Then 

he built a new false 

front commercial 

building next door 

and moved Elliottõs 

Bar into the new building  in 1912.  The bar was owned and operated b y 

Hiram and his sons, Duane and Gordon, for 70 years.   

After the first fire station was built directly across the street, Ellio ttõs 

became a favorite spot for volunteer fireman who, of course, could not 

predict when a fire would occur.   

In the 1920s, Elliottõs became the Danville Ice Cream Parlor since Hiram 

refused to break Prohibition law and sell liquor.  
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Elliot t House 
146 Diablo Road Å Danville, CA  

This Craftsman style house  was built in 1909 for Hiram and Matilda Hartz 

Elliott.  With their son Duane, they moved into it on Thanksgiving Day, 1909.  

Originally the hous e was on a larger lot that included  a big front yard.  

 


